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INTRODUCTION

The Uphams Corner Walking Trail was devel-
oped by a class of young women at the Codman
Academy Charter Schoal during a i0-week
course on Dorchester Women's History. Each
Saturday, the students met and learned about
local women's history through field trips, inter-
views with community members, and primary
source research. The young women in the class
each selected 3 woman to research. This
brochure is the résalt of their efforta

The Dorchester Women's History Trail s a proj
ect of the Boston Women's Heritage Trail in
parinership with the Codman Academy Charter
School and the Dorchester Historical Society,
and was made possible thanks to a grant from
the History Channel's Save Our History program.
We hope that this brochure is the first of many
trails that document the rich and significant
history of women in Dorchester. We also hope
that you as community members and/for visitors
emjoy this trail and uwse it as an opportunity to
learn about some of the many significant
women who made history in Dorchester,
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n GERALDINE FINDELL TROTTER

[iB72-1518)

g7 Sawven Aviwue, [oNES HILL

Geraldineg *Deenlz” Trotter served s the sccountant and

associate editor of The Guanfien, the Baston clvl] rights nows-

paper founded by her husband Willlam Monroe Trotter

Gerabdine Pindell was rabsed in the elite African-American

socicty of Bosten. Her work on behall of raclal justice

included organizing anti-lynching campaigns, raising

money for 5t. Monica's Home for elderly black women, and

supporting equality for African American troops in WWI.

ANNA CLAPP HARRIS SMITH
= (1843-1937)

fg PLEASANT STREET, JowEs HiLt

Anna Clapp Harris Smith founded the Animal Rescue League
She lived in the colonial howse built by her grandfather
Sarmuel Clapp. In sBgg. Anna Smith was infurtated when she
learned of the growing number of cases of animal cruelty in
Bosten. As a resuli, she founded the League, which supported
animal shelters and provided care for aging work borses

by Luicy Biaywen

ST. MARY'S INFANT ASYLUM

=

Cosming Avewue of WiNDEMERE, |[ONES HILL

This Cathalic orphanage opened on Bowdoln Street in 1872
It was run by the Sisters of Charity of 5t. Vincent de Panl,
The asylum moved to the old Greene estate on Jones Hill,
where it served poar families regardless of their religion,
The maternity ward at 5t. Mary's was the forerunner of 51,
Margaret's Hospital, which became s major gymecobogical
hr.-|:|1-|1':l :En‘lng women in greater Boston

SARAH BAKER

- [1B06-1866)
g65 CoLvmnia Roan and CUSHING AVENUE,
Deias's CORMER
Sarah Baker was an entreprencur who started her own band
box basiness, which she carried an for 40 years st Lower
Mills. Sarah Baker made so much money that when she died
in 856, she left encugh money 1o baild a church, The Baker
Memorial Church was built on Columbia Road (the site is
mow & parking lot next to the Strand Theater],

by Sherry fonrs

ALICE STONE BLACEWELL
MouNT MOKADNOCE APARTMERTS,

(1857=-1950)

rig7an Dooeey STaeeT, Urnam's ConNEn
Alice Blackwell lived here aflter her father's death in wpon.
She and her parcni had moved 1o I:'u-'p-r'l Hill when it was
first developed into a residential neighborhood. Her math-
gr, Lucy Stone, was oot anly the firsl woman editer of a
mationwide newipaper, but also the first woman to retain her
family mame after marriage, Alice Blackwell also became a
leader of the women's rights movement. She edited The
Hipmun’s fovrmal after her mother's death and fostered coop-
eration between the two major sulfrage organizations.

by Minmetin MeKenzie

L Alfer Seome Blackwell

.. SARAH WENTWORTH
APTHORP MORTON (1759-1846)

DupLey and BURGESS STREETS

Sarah Wentworth .hTrrhm-P Morfon was a writer amd peoet,
One of her {Fll.' poemi was called The Firtoes q,f'.\'ﬂmﬂ A
Inafimn Tde Tt was 'Pu.h]u.h.l.'d tn17go. This was one of the
first books to raise awareness about the poor treatment of
Mative Americans. Her neighbor wrote The Fower of Swirpatiy,
comsidered the first American navel [t was about Sarah's
unhappy marriage. The couple lived in an clegant Federal
mansion an this gite antll moving Lo an estate on Jopes
HEI, fop Sanalra Michoud

E HEFZEIBAH CLARKE SWAN
{17r6-1B2g5)

DupLey mmd Howaso STREETS

The Swans moved to 3 Federal manslen on this site in e,
where they ralsed five chiklren, Colonel fames Swan had
amesied o lortune i France following the American
Revalution, Hepeibah Swan proved as capable i bosiness as her
husband, When James Swan was imprisaned, she managed his
huginess affairas, hecame one of America’s first art collector,
and was the only woman in the group of entreprencurs who
developed Beacon Hill into an elite residential neighborhood,
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ANN & BETTY
(17405)

O Noxty Bunyike Geousn, Urkau's Corsen

The Massachusetts slave census of 1754 liated 13 female
slaves living in Dorchester. Ann, who died as a child, and
Betty, who died at the age of 25 were the “servants” of
Captain Robert Oliver, a plantation owner who came from
Antigus sboul 1737 The small headstones marking the
graves of these women survive in Dorchester's oldest

cemelory
ELIDA RUMSEY FOWLE

n (1843-1919)

G54 CoLumma Roan, Urdau's Connen

Seventeen-yrar-okd Elids Rumsey went to Washington dar-
ing the Clvil War (o become a nurse. When told she was
too young, she sang to scldiers in the wards, With the belp
of Eleanor Baker, Elids organized a soldiers’ library She
eventually became the youngest member of the Massa-
chusetts Army Narses, After the war, Elida Rumsey and her
husband John Fowle moved to Upham's Corner, where she
ralsed two emancipated slave children and did Jocal civic

WOk,
m DORCHESTER FEMALE
ANTI-SLAVERY ACTIVISM (18308-18505)

Corrace ond Poso STeccTs, RicHannson Pane,
EVERETT SOUARE

Durchester was a center of abolitionist activities. Several
Families were asscciated with Willism Lloyd Garrison's rad-
ical American Anti-Slavery Society, which encouraged
women b be involved in anti-slavery work, Local women's
abwolition groups met at the Lyceam on Meeting House Hill
andl at the Dorchester Athenacum, which was located here at
Evereit Scrua.rr.

m CLAPP FARM

(1806 -1956)

195 Boston STeeeT, Doncuesten Litree Necx

The Federal farm howse was bullt for tanner William Clapp
and his wife Elizabeth Humphreys in 1808 The family farm
evoived into a commercial orchard and dairy beginning in
18308, New England dairy products, especially butter, were
highly prized. Wives, daughters and hired dairy maids
milked the cows, churmed the butter and helped make
cheese, Since 1945, Clapp Farm has been the site of the
Darchester Historical Eni;lcl:_r

ADDITIONAL SITES ARODUND & ABOUT DORCHESTER

MARY JANE SAFFORD (1831~ 18g1)

§ FERCIVAL STREET, MEETiMG House HiLL

Mary Jane Safford was 3 ouree in the Civil War. She became a
doctor and was one of the first woman gynecalogists in this
country. At the Boston University Schoal of Medicine, Dr
Safford specialized in the care of the poor women who Hved
In the inner city. She took care of mmigrants and [mpover-
lshed people. She lived an Mecting House Hill with her hus-
band James Blake. drr Maomuie Lebon

ELEANOR JAMESOM WILLIAMS BAKER [1Ro6-18q1)
WasHINGTON and PARE STREETE [Wow 23 REGINA RD),
ConmaN SQUARE

Eleanpr Baker was the widow of chocolate manufacturer
Walter Baker. She supported many charitable causes. Eleanur
Baker was part of the fight for giving black people education
by providing them with scholarships to go to the Hampton
Imstitute, During the Civil War, Eleanor Baker beld lint-pick-
ing classes for making gaure bandages at her Dorchester man-
shon, She also supported o home for elderly African-American
women in Lynchbuarg, VA (pictured sbave), #y fering Marsallle

FRAMCES CIFING KISSEL (may=-2003)

DoxcHesTeR DisTRICT Count, CopMas Souann

Framces Kissel served 3 2 sergeant in the Marine Corpa In
WWIL 5he was one of the first women to attend Eoston
College Law School, graduating first in her class She was
also the first woman ever to be appointed 1o the US
Attorney’s office. Frances Kissel later worked for the Small
Bugineey Administration. She lived in Dorchester with her
hnnhand, dry menhivnr Minledmarnd

LUCY STOME (18:8-1853)

45 BouTwELL STREET, Pore’'s Hint (marker)

Lucy Stone and her hushand Henry Blackwell were lead-
ers of the women's suffrage movement, Lucy Stone called
for the first national woman's rights convention, held at
Warceser In i8530, She was also the co-founder of the suf-
frage newspaper The Wumen's faurnof. In 1874, Lucy Stone
helped form the Dorchester Women Suffrage Club. Thelr
first project was to work for the election of women to the
Bagtan School Board.

BAKER MILL WORKERS (5834 -1965)

1331-1245 Abams STeeeT, DoORCHESTER

The Walter Baker chocolate company hired its first women
i 1834. Back then the women were not considered very
important o the factory. They did such a good job at wrap-
ping the chocofate that by the 1860s, women did most of
the wrapping, Many of the early workers lived near the fac-
tory at Lower Mills. By g5, when the company closed its
Dorchester factory, 9o% of the workers were women.

by Evelis Perez

GRACE LONERGAM LORCH {igo3-1974)

CHARLES TAYLOR SCHOOL (marker)

1o6o MorToR STREET, MATTAPAN

Grace Lonergan was a teacher at the Charles Taylor School,
but, when she got marricd, she was fired. As a union leader,
Grace Lonergan Lorch fought the ban on married teachers.
If 1944, the School Commities allowed her 1o retarn to
teaching, but anly as a substitute at lesi pay. It toak Grace
Lorch until 1953 to change the law. She remained a lifelong
activist for education and civil righis.

LADIES HELFING HANDS | HEBREW CHILDRENS HOME
150 AMERICAN LEGron Hwy., DORCHESTENR

This settlement house originally served [ewish immigrants
in the North End, In 1936, the agency moved to Dorchaster,
serving the large Jewish population sround the Mattapan
and Morth Dorchester area. Women from the community
saved pennics to fund the children's home and the edsca-
tional activities at the community center. The Home was
renamed the Hecht Melghborbood House in honor of its
fotinder, Lina Hechi,

TRISH DOMESTICS [1Béos-15004)

O'Bmies wouse, 34 CARRUTH STREET

Im the late wih century, many families in Dorchester had at
least one live-in makd. many of whom were Irish immigrants.
For these women, often the only way to any cconomic secu-
rity was to marry the cwner or his clerk. As an example, the
madd who worked st the |acques House on fashionable
Ashmant Hill married Mr. Jacques’ clerk, George O'Brien.
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